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PRESENTING YOUR HOME

INTRODUCTION

First
impressions
are lasting
impressions.

Your Barry Plant team has years of experience
in successfully assisting people to prepare
their homes for sale. Our aim is to assist you to
achieve a result beyond your expectation.
Part of this process is working with you to
make sure your home is presented to its best
advantage and has the maximum appeal for
buyers. Experience tells us that sprucing up
your home is well worth the effort and usually
has a positive impact on the price.
We suggest you consult with us before you
carry out any major maintenance or alteration,
but meanwhile there are many small,
inexpensive ways of making your home more
appealing and more saleable.
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Many buyers are
looking for lifestyle.
An attractive well maintained outdoor area can have a
lot of appeal. If you have a pool make sure it is sparkling
clean in summer and winter. Open garden umbrellas and
clean outdoor settings.
 onds and fountains should be filled with clear water
P
and be mosquito-free.
 weep up leaves regularly and give timber decking a
S
coat of oil if it is looking shabby. Keep bikes and garden
accessories neatly stored and clear of pathways.

ENTERTAINING AREAS
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INSIDE AREAS

Make your buyers
feel at home.
 Ensure your home is thoroughly cleaned.
 Remove unnecessary furniture and clutter.
 C
 lear kitchen benches and remove items from
the front of the fridge.
 Steam clean the carpets.
 E
 nsure all tiling and grouting is clean and in
good condition.
 Replace any faulty light globes and attend to
minor repairs such as dripping taps, creaking
doors and sticking windows.
 Make sure appliances are clean and
operational.
 Make sure curtain tracks are gliding properly
(if not use silicone spray, soap or candle wax
on them).
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INSIDE AREAS

 Clean bathrooms and toilets regularly.
 Put fresh towels in the bathrooms before inspections.
 Clean mirrors, windows, exhaust fans and range hoods.
 Clean fly screens and fireplaces.
 Remove posters from bedroom walls (they make rooms appear messy and smaller).
 Keep ashtrays outside and make sure they’re clean (or remove them).
 Tidy inside cupboards.
 Remove dirty linen.
 Remove pet bowls and litter trays.
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OUTSIDE THE PROPERTY

A well manicured
garden for a great
instant impression.
 Keep lawns mowed and tidy.
 Weed garden beds and turn the soil.
 Remove rubbish and garden clippings.
 Store toys/garden tools out of sight.
 A
 dd colour by planting flowering annuals, consider
colours that pick up on the colour theme of your
home.
 Pots or tubs of flowers placed on the porch, patio
or around the swimming pool can look quite
spectacular.
 Repair, straighten or repaint fences.
 Trim trees/shrubs covering windows.
 Remove pet droppings regularly.
 Ensure

your letterbox is secure and in good
condition and free of junk mail.
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OUTSIDE THE PROPERTY

Don’t forget
about curbside
appeal.
Quite often potential buyers will drive by a property
before they organise to inspect it. With this in mind
it’s important to pay close attention to the front of
the property and how it presents from the road.

OUTSIDE THE PROPERTY
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 Freshen exterior paintwork and repair broken windows. Remove cobwebs.
 Clean gutters, down pipes, spouting and fascias. Wash window sills and clean windows.
 Check garden and exterior lights to make sure they’re all operating.
 Sweep path/driveway, remove oil spills.
 Wash garage door, make sure it operates properly and garage is tidy.
 Clean or re-paint the front door and invest in a new doormat.
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ADVICE FOR INSPECTIONS

Create a comfortable
atmosphere. Warm in
winter, cool in summer.
At open for inspections it’s important your home is welcoming.
 Ensure there is an abundance of natural light by opening
curtains and internal doors.
 T
 urn lights on to create a welcoming atmosphere, even
during the day.
 Play soft background music to promote a mellow,
welcoming environment. Turn off televisions.
 Use essential oils, candles or perfumes, but make sure
they’re subtle.
 Keep pets out of the house, and if possible out of the
garden during inspections.
Leave your home during the inspection. Potential buyers will feel
more comfortable if you’re not there. Your agent will take down
details of everyone who comes to the open both for security
reasons, and also to follow up later.
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FENG SHUI FOR YOUR HOME

Feng Shui
for your home.
Feng Shui means “wind and water” and its
origin dates back several thousand years to
ancient China.
The topography of China, ranging from
windy mountain peaks to flood plains, meant
that careful consideration was required to
ideally position a construction that would
work with these elements - hence the
name, wind and water.
Applying modern Feng Shui principles can
work towards balancing the yin and yang
– the light and shade in your home. It
encourages chi – or energy to flow freely
throughout your home. Chi needs to enter
with ease through the front door and
meander freely through your home before
it finally exits out of the back door.
While Feng Shui can be applied to your
whole life in a quest for success in every
aspect of it, what we’ll outline here are
some simple tips to help create beauty
and add harmony to a home.
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FENG SHUI FOR YOUR HOME

Clear out the clutter.
You’ll be amazed how
the energy changes.

 Your front door is a key entrance point for the flow of chi.
Your door should be proportional in size to the building and
well maintained. A clean, unobstructed entrance way is
essential.
 Get yourself a three legged frog (available in many Chinese
supermarkets) and place it just inside your front door, as
if it’s just hopped in. Make sure it’s facing into your home,
not towards the door. The three legged frog is placed this
way for luck.
 Hallways

are the paths by which chi moves through your
home. Spacious, well lit, uncluttered conditions encourage
life-giving energy. In dark hallways, keep a light on. You can
enliven the chi with leafy green plants, mirrors and brightly
painted walls.
 Create space by hanging a mirror which magnifies chi.
Mirrors can expand small areas and reflect nature.
 Soften harsh fence lines with creepers.
 The layout of your living rooms should invite relaxation.

 Place

your sofa with the back to a wall,
offering support and protection. Use soft
lighting, choose furniture that suits the
room and arrange it with plenty of room
around.
 Use

plants to soften any hard angles in
your home. Keep plants looking green and
healthy.
 P
 lace a birdbath or feeder in your garden
to attract wildlife. It will increase the
amount of energy around your home.
 Aquariums and fountains can bring good
fortune.

 Pot

plants can be used to highlight
entrances - in particular Jade
(portulacaria afra), also known as the
Chinese money plant. Jade’s leaves are
thick and coin like and, if growing well,
symbolise wealth coming into the house.
There’s an old saying; “Jade by the door,
never be poor.”
 Outside waterfalls are especially helpful in
creating cash flow. They’re even more
helpful when placed in the far left rear
corner of your backyard.
 Flowering

plants are extra good luck.
Dried flowers are not desirable since they
have no energy left.
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 You

can prevent the loss of opportunity
by always closing the bathroom door
and toilet lid (when not in use).

 Avoid

hanging knives or sharp utensils
from kitchen cabinets; they can slice
through chi.

 Don’t have dripping taps or dirty fixtures
in your bathroom. A dripping tap is a
sign of wasting money.

 The bedroom greatly affects your health,
relationship and prosperity. Make sure
the head of your bed is against the wall
to provide support. Place your bed
within sight, but not directly aligned
with the door

 The kitchen is the centre of health and
prosperity in the home. Stoves represent
wealth and should be kept clean and
in good working order to allow money
to enter. Natural or bright lighting, clean
windows and fans can help encourage
healthy chi movement.
 Kitchens that open to the front door can
funnel negative energy and cause
overindulgence. Use a screen or piece of
furniture to form a barrier.

 Keep the space under your bed clear,
allowing chi to flow.
 Never

place your bed under exposed
beams. They carry the weight of the
house and can cause headaches and
loss of creative energy. If the beam
can’t be avoided, hang a small mirror
or crystal to disperse energy.

